Introduction
Within the political boundaries of northeast India lie portions of two of the potentially richest regions of biodiversity in southern Asia, the Indo Burma and Himalayan biodiversity hotspots (Mittermeier et al. 2004) . This potential diversity is attributed to a combination of its geographic position on the confluence of the Indian, Eurasian and Southeast Asian plates, and the climatic habitat range from the tropical valleys to the boreal mountain peaks (Pawar et al. 2007) . As experienced in all Asian countries, widespread deforestation and natural habitat destruction resulting from the needs of the expanding human population, has dramatically reduced much of the biologically rich natural environment (Gilbert 2012). Despite being situated in a densely populated area, many forest patches in northeast India, often nearby large cities, have yet to be explored thoroughly by zoologists, and particularly herpetologists, as evident from recent amphibian discoveries from the outskirts of the state capital cities of Guwahati, Assam state and Kohima, Nagaland state (Biju et al. 2010; Kamei et al. 2012; Mahony et al. 2011) .
The genus Megophrys sensu lato (s.l.) Kuhl & Van Hasselt currently consists of about 50 species of primarily secretive hill stream frogs which occur throughout the southern and eastern Himalayas, across China and south to Indonesia (Frost 2013) . There is still some considerable debate about the higher systematics of this group. Several proposals of splitting the genus based on arbitrary external morphological characters in combination with basic or
